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COUNTRY 


REPORT  NO. 


{J.EAVE  BLA£*lCi 


United  States 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


suaiacT 


AREAREPORTIO 


SUMMMYt 


ZM  imilmmnt  ^ h&mm  It/t,  B$ttm  tmt  tf  npmi  m dF  Jhnm  tt$  ■ //.) 


1*  In  accordance  with  APR  20O>2,  this  report  is  submitted  eoyering  the 
sitting  of  an  unidentified  flying  object* 


(1)  Description; 

(a)  To  the  naked  e3re^  object  appeared  oblong  with  a tail  projecting 
horizontally  to  the  north, 

(b)  Large* 

% 

4 

(c)  Shiny. 

(d)  One* 

(e)  Not  applicable* 

p 

(f)  Object  was  described  as  too  shiry  for  a weather  balloon*  It  remained 
stationaxy  while  rougftly  ten  nlle  circles  were  made  around  it  over  period  of 
observation^  which  was  approximately  two  hours* 

(g)  Oblong  object  with  tail  projecting  north  horizontally* 

(h)  No  sound  was  heard* 

(i)  None* 

(2)  Description  of  course  of  object: 


(a)  l^r*  Lake  Wales,  Florida,  Polk/  County, 

and  four  other  long  time  pilots  went  up  V/ednesday  afternoon,  October  23rd,  in  a 
Piper  Apache  at  approximately  3*15  to  an  altitude  of  about  16,500  feet*  They  went 
to  investigate  an  unident  if  ed  flying  object  reported  to  the  airport  by  local 
observer,  and  widely  seen  over  central  Polk  County  that  afternoon* 

-A 

(b)  The  five  men  had  no  binoculars  or  telescope,  but  estimated  that  the 
object  was  at  an  altitude  of  50,000  or  60,000  feet  above  them,  or  approximately 
66,500  or  76,500  feet  altitude*  They  kept  the  object  continuously  in  view  for 
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appraximatoljr  two  hours* 


(c)  No  statement  made  by  observers* 

(d)  Object  remained  stationary  during  period  of  observation* 

(e)  Object  remained  in  sight  for  approximately  two  hours*  No  disappearance 
of  object  was  noted  by  observers* 

3«  Uanner  of  observations 


(a)  Object  was  sighted  airbozne  and  ground-visual 

(b)  No  binoculars  or  telesc^es  used*  Object  was 


naked  eye  only 


(c)  Object  was  sighted  by  four  long  time  pilots  in  a Piper  Apache.  . 
Altitude  was  approximately  16^500  feet* 

4*  Tims  and  date  of  sighting:  Approximately  1515  (£ST)  (2QI5Z)  on  Monday, 

23  October  1957f  Day  and  dusk* 

5*  location  of  observer;  Lake  Vfalas,  Florida,  Polk  County* 


6*  Identifying  information  of  observers; 


at  Lake  Vfales,  Florida,  and 
Ground  Observers  over  Central  PolJc 


four  others 
(names 


(a) 

(names  unknown)*  Various  Civilian 
unknown)*  So  militaiy  observers* 

7*  V/eather  and  winds  at  time  and  place  of  sitting: 

(a)  Vfinds  were  reported  to  be  22  miles  an  hour  at  altitude  of  50,000  feet* 

(b)  Unknown* 

(c)  Unknown* 

* 

(d)  Unknown* 

* * ^ m 

(e)  UnkoDim* 

(f)  Unknown* 

8*  None* 

A 

9*  An  unidentifed  radio  contact  told  that  Pinecastle  Air  Force  Base 

had  sent  two  B-473  to  an  aljbitude  of  15,000  feet  to  check  their  observations*  Same 
radio  contact  requested  flMbto  switch  to  Unidentifed  defense  agency  radio  named 
to  him  by  code  natae,  which  the  radio  contact  declined  to  disclose,  but  which 
believed  to  be  Tampa,  Florida,  The  agency  radio  asked  jWBli*  to  transmit  on  *.vhat 

International  distress  frequency  which  known  as  Guard 

Channel  125 « Hull  also  stated  he  was  in  coniminicatlon  for  some  time  on  this 
frequency  regarding  his  observation  and  was  told  by  the  agency  radio  that  he  would 
be  contacted  later.  This  reporting  officer  checked  with  Captain  Groves,  Wing  Control 
Hoorn,  who  stated  no  aircraft  was  deployed  on  that  date  to  search  for  object  sighted* 

(more) 
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10«  13ono  - other  than  two  B-47s* 


U«  Reporting  officer  did  not  see  object  or  had  no  knowledge  of  same 
er  phone  call  on  date  stated*  Report  was  delayed  until  tape  recording 
acquired  and  transmitted  with  same*  No  other  comnents  or  analysis* 


* e 


12.  Nona  ara  known  to  axlst 


CAPTAIN,  U3AP 

STAFF  INFORUAIION  SEH7ICBS  OFFICSH 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 

WASHINGTON 


* 

THK  sacrarrAiiv 

■ 

28  October  1957 


Dear  Captain  Elvood: 

SenatonMSIBHHIlHB^  office  called  Brigadier  Genesral 
C>  D»  Jones,  Deputy  Director  of  the  Office  of  Legislative  Liaison 
with  reference  to  a large  gondola- shaped  unidentified  Flying  Object 
which  hovered  over  Pope  County,  Florida  at  approximately  00,000 
feet  at  1^00  hours  on  Wednesday,  23  October  1957* 

t.' 

Senatoz^MPUmi^  was  concerned  because  local  residents  called 
the  Miami  Filter  Center,  the  ISOs  at  Plnecastle  emd  MacDlU  Air 
Force  Bases  and  the  Security  Officer  at  Patrick  Air  Force  Base  with 
negative  results.  Allegedly  all  of  these  Individuals  indicated  that 
they  had  no  idea  what  the  object  was  and  made  no  effort  to  Investigate 

The  people  are  disturbed  about  this  attitude  on  the  part  of 
the  Air  Force  eind  feel  that  the  Air  Forceps  responsibility  was  not 
fulfilled.  This  sighting  should  have  been  reported  to  your  heeid- 
quarters  immediately  in  accordeuace  with  APR  200-2,  dated  12  Avigust 

195*+. 

Will  you  please  check  your  records  to  see  if  this  sighting  was 
reported  to  your  headquarters  from  any  other  source.  If  an 
Identification  or  evaluation  of  this  sighting  is  possible,  please 
send  the  results  to  me  els  soon  as  possible. 


Sincerely, 


Assistant  Adjutant 
Air  Technlj^l  IhteJ^gen^  Center 
Wrlght-Patterscir  Air  Force  £9e 
Dayton,  Ohio 
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MEADOUARTERS 

AIR  FORCE  MISSILE  TEST  CENTER 

AIR  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  COMMAND 

UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
P«Md  Air  Fof««  I«m.  FlprM« 


In  r*ply  addrsis  communicalion  to  Comdr, 

APMTC,  attantion  fallowing  offico  lymbol 

lacf 1 IfoT  57 


Dear  CaptalB  Blwoodt 

Thia  Center  received  a eoarteey  copy  of  Major  L*  J«  Teu:ker*s 
letter  to  70a  of  28  October  1957^  regarding  "a  large  gondola 
shaped  unidentified  Flying  Object  which  hovered  over  Pope  (ale) 
Countja«a23  October  1957**  It  is  believed  that  Polk  County  ia 
the  correct  location  as  there  ia  no  Pope  County  in  Florida, 


An  investigation  haa  not  \mcovered  any  record  of  the 
reference  call  having  bean  received  at  this  Center*  Four  of 
the  five  pertinent  agencies  checked*  inalntaln  blotters  logs 
on  such  calls.  The  fifth  agency*  the  AFMTC  Staff  Provost  Marshall* 
also  haa  no  knowledge  of  the  call* 


It  la  regretted  that  this  Center  can  not  be  of  further 
aaaiatanee  In  this  matter,  A study  by  this  office  revealed  that 
over  90^  of  the  UFO  calls  are  the  result  of  sittings  relating 


to  our  operatlona  (alsslle  test*  weather  balloona*  aircraft 
instruMBfitatlon  and  range  Inatrunentation  checks)* 


Sincerely  yours* 


RT  SATTEM*  Captain*  OSAF 


Capt,  Vkllaea  V*  Ellwood*  C5AF 
Assistant  Mjutant 
Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 

Url^t  Patterson  Air  Force  Base*  Ohio 


UFO  SlGHTIKGy  LAKE  WALES 
23  October  1957 
23/2200Z 


Reported  on  tape  by 


Wednesday  afternoon  at  approximately  3:00  I received  a 
phone  call  from  an  observer  In  Lake  Wales  telling  me  that  there 
was  an  object  In  the  sky  at  what  he  figured  was  20  thousand  feet. 

1 went  outside  of  my  office  and  looked  up  viewing  this  object 
then  proceeded  to  check  with  the  Orlando  radio  on  the  chance 
that  It  might  be  a weather  balloon.  Orlando  had  nothing  reported 
in  the  area,  and  since  It  Is  practice  to  report  these  balloons, 
we  decided  that  we  would  go  up  and  take  a look  at  this  object. 

We  entered  a Piper  Apache  aircraft  (twin  engine)  and  proceeded 
to  climb  up  to  try  and  view  this  object. 

We  climbed  to  16,500  feet  over  Haines  City  and  had  the  object 
in  view  all  the  time.  At  16,500  the  object  appeared  to  be  50  to 
60  thousand  feet  above  us.  We  kept  the  object  in  sight  circling 
it  at  all  times,  thereby  eliminating  the  possibility  that  it 
might  be  a star. 


Upon  receiving  the  upper  winds  report  giving  us  winds  at  50 
thousand  feet  of  22  knots,  we  disqualified  the  chance  that  it 
might  be  a weather  balloon  because  of  the  fact  that  at  22  knots 
wind  a weather  balloon  would  have  been  drifting;  and  this  object 
stayed  stationary  directly  over  Haines  City  for  more  than  2 hours 
as  we  were  up  from  3:30  till  almost  6:00  searching  this  object* 

The  object  appeared  to  have  some  sort  of  a tail  or  trailing 
fuselage  type  design.  It  appeared  to  be  oblong  in  shape.  The 
tail  part  of  the  object  was  not  visible  at  all  times  probably 
due  to  sunlight  reflection. 


We  discount  the  fact  that  it  could  have  been  a weather 
balloon  due  to  the  fact  that  the  object  was  much  too  shiney. 
Weather  balloons  are  coated  dull  with  a powdery  effect  so  that 
they  won't  shine  and  reflect.  All  the  people  in  the  a/c  with 
me  during  this  time  were  licensed  pilots  who  have  been  flying 
for  many  years  and  have  seen  many  such  weather  balloons;  and 
therefore,  we  discounted  the  weather  balloon  theory  on  the  basis 
of  our  own  past  experience. 

i 

We  kppt  the  object  in  sight  until  approximately  5:42  at 
which  time  the  object  appeared  to  be  ascending  rapidly  and  on  our 
next  circling  of  the  object,  it  had  completely  disappeared. 

There  appeared  to  be  no  descent  whatsoever  to  the  object. 
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WASHINGTON,  NOV,  18.— (UP)--THE  AIR  FORCE  SAID  TODAY  THAT  *FLYING 


Wnon  i wn  « iYWVA  AO# \ur/ i twjjjri  a nn  i a#  i a 

SAUCERS*  REPORTED  OVER  JACKSONVILLE  AND  POLK  COUNTY.  FLORIDA,  LATE.UST 
MONTH  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  TENTATIVELY  AS  A SINGLE  LARGE  WEATHER  ' 
BALLOON  DRIFTING  OVER  THE  STATE. 

THIS  EXPLANATION,  A SPOKESMAN  EMPHASIZED,  IS  "NOT  FINAL”  BUT  "ALL 
EVIDENCE  SO  FAR  AVAILABLE*', INDICATES  THAT  NO  "STRANGE  OBJECTS*.  WERE. 
INVOLVED  IN  THE* REPORTS. f ^ ‘ \ ■;  •;  /'i 


i*.'* 


OLVED  IN  THE-REPORTS.'J'  '-  ^ ‘ ^ 

SEN.  GEORGE  AVjSMATHERS  CDoFU.)  HAD  ASKED  THE  AIR  FORCE  FOR  AN  %r;  ' 


EXPLANATION  .OFi  A.  REPORr  OF rR,  SO-CALLED  * FLYING.  SAUCER*  OVER  POLK  f t 
COUNTY  ON  OCT.  23;.  V A- SIMILAR  REPORT  WAS  RECEIVED  BY  THE  AIR  FORCESk" 
FROM  JACKSONVILLE  .A  FEW  DAYS  LATER.  . ' 

SILVER-COLORED  BALLOONS  ARE  REGUURLY  USED  TO  CARRY  METEOROLOGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS  ALOFT  TO  GATHER  WEATHER  INFORMATION. 
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